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Antichristian Religion 
EXPLODED: 
PROVING ‘ 


tHe DEVIL anp u1s KINGDOM To Be MOR- 
TAL, AnD THEREFORE, NOT OF ENDLESS DURA- 
TION; BUT ONLY TEMPORARY; WHICH MUST 
CEASE TO EXIST BEFORE Gop can BE ALL 
IN ALL. 
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® Your Covenant with Death fhi!! be difannulled, and your 

agreement with Hell fhall not ftand. ’?  Isa#. xxviii. 18. 

** And it fhall be a vexatiun, only, to underftand the report.’ 
Isai. xxviii. 19+ 
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&=> GOD ONLY HATH IMMORTALITY. 
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THE DOCTRINE 
or 
ENDLESS MISERY INVESTIGATED. 





« 
Who only hath immortality’—i Tim. vi. 16. 
See alfo Rom. ii. 7—1 Cor. xv. 53, $4—-2 Tim. i, 13. 
¢ The laft enemy that thall be deftroyed, is Death.” i Cor. xv. 26. 


ie HE time once was, when the lea- 
sags ding topic of every gofpel minif- 
ter, in the delivery of the gofpel meffage, was the’ 
immortality of God and his kingdom, in oppofition’ 
to the continuance of the devil and his kingdom ; 
fhewing the triumphant nature and power of the 
immortal life over death, mifery and hell; at the 
fame time proving and making evident from di- 
vine teftimony, that as immortality, happinefs and 
heaven originated in God, the only eternal caufe 
which could give birth to their exiftence in crea- 
tures ; thefe muft of neceflity, eternally triumph 
over every thing that oppofe them ; and that as 
they depend folely on an eternal caufe for their 
exiftence, they muft in their true nature continue 
to exift without end. 

No. 2. Thofe genuine gofpel preachers were no 
lefs careful to fhew, that as death, hell and all mi- 
fery originated, hot in God, but in the devil (the 
only murderer of human nature) they muft fooner 
er later, by the triumphing power of immortality, 








through the agency and. under the government (os 
reign) of the Mefliah, be utterly deftroyed; fo as 
for immortality to become ALL IN ALL: 

No. 3. That 4s death, mifery and hell were, in 
their nature, oppofed toimmortality, and that as it 
was the preat office of Chrilt to deftroy the devil 
and’all ‘his productions ; death, mifery, or hell, 
coukt not in the nature of things, continue to exift 
bey ond the medistorial reign; that is, beyond 


time ; for this reign will effect the accomplith. . 


ment of time and all time things. 

No. .4. Thefe were the doctrines, and thofe the 
leading topics, of the firft. gofpel minifters. 

No, 5. But alas! what a revolution has fince 
taken place among the preachers ; ; what a ftrange 
chavige of do@rines and topiés !!! 

, No. 6.:The leading doétrines and topics now, 
among the leaders of the church, are the following, 


wiz. Polytheifm, the immortality of the devil, of 


fin, of death, of mifery, and of hell; with an en- 
deavour to prove the impoffibility of the deftruc- 
tion.of their immorial devil and his immortal pro- 
du<tions. 

_ No. 7. The former miniftry advocated the caufe 
of God againft the caufe of the devil, and declared 
God only in his nature, to be immortal ; but the 
devil and all his productions to be temporary (or 
temporal’.—The latter miniftry feems to advo- 
cate the caufe of the devil againit the caufe of God, 
and declare the devil and many of his produétions 
to be immortal. 

No. 8. May not the latter, then, be jufily confi- 
dered minifters of darknefs??? 
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No. 9.-It is by thefe that the doérine of an 
endiefs Jevil and of endlets mifery, is maintained ; 
and thefe together compote the formidable body 
of oppofirien, to that general union aayong cliri- 
ftians. whic: (wes it not for this oppofition; might 
quickly be effected. By thefe it is; that the eter- 
nal fountain of infinite luve and goodne'ls }s daily 
reprefented to the’ world, as being pofleffed of a 
malevolent, revengeful, vindictive and ‘refaltating: | 
difpofition, towards the greater part of mankind. ~ 

No. 10. By thefe it 1s, that the idolatrous. reli- 
gion, founded on the doctrine of three Gods, has’ 
been fet up and eftablifh:d, inthe world, in p lace of 
the pure religion of Jefus ; and by thefe i it is, that’ 
the unity of God (which was the leading do@rine 


‘of Chrift) with all its reat advocates have-become 


utiiverfaily réprobated in the Chriftian churéh, and: 
nae) ee propagated and confirmed as theTead- 
ing yt fine of the church, in place thereof, Yea, 
and in'4'word by this very clafs.of nien has more 
mifchiéf’ and real injuty been done to the church 
of God and to fociety at large, than has ever been’ 
done by any other clafs whatever. 

Now 11. This is the great body of sipotniiay 
which I have now to encounter. Nor can they be 
won over (while under the dominior of their pre- 
fent love-principle) to the fide on which 1 ftand,. 
but by one means. If the dodirineI efpoufe 
fhould only become fo populous, as that both mo- 
ney and popularity might be gained thereby ; they 
would be quickly feen flocking over like blackbirds 
to the place where their pockets might be lined 
with filver, and their pride gratified with public 
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encomiums:—-but, until then, I need look for:na- 
thing elle than to find them my moft formidable.” 
foe. : 

No. 12. However, I ‘fear them not; I thall 
therefore encounter them with pleafure, knowing 
TRUTH to be the ftrongeft fide. 

No. 13. What art thou, O great mountain; be- 
fore the power of divine truth? behold this rod in 
mine hand ; even with this, fhalt thou be threthed, 
until thoy thalt, become a plain, Tremble there- 
fore, for thou fhalt fall, as Dagon before the ark, 
Not by human might, or power ; but by the {pirit 
of the molt high, For fe hath the Lord declared. 
ufito.me. ; 

No. 14. Bring forward then, all your forces and 
call upon your gods, and you fhall fee the fuperior 
power of the ONE immortal God, in the utter de- 
feat of his enemies, the minifters of darknefs. 

No. 15. The devil and his kingdom with all 
things belonging thereunto are mortal, and God 
only (who is the life and foul of the heavenly king- 
dom) hath immartality, 78 

No. 16. The kingdom of heaven therefore, by 
virtue of union with God, is an immortal kingdom, 
and by the immortal life and nature of God will 
be fupported in endlets exiltence; whereas thede- 
vil tor want of immortality, muft of neceffity fink 
into everlafling ruin, and by the power of immor- 
tal light, fhall be driven from the univerfal pre- 
fence of God ; until that old fepent, with all that 

appertain to.his kingdom, fhall ceafe to exift, and 
fo thro’ eteraity be no more. 


No, 17. The doétrine of endlefs mifery, has 











originated. in the belief. of the natural im-. 
‘mortality of the foul, im connection with that of 
two eternal deities (or immortal {pirits) a good 
deity and an evil deity, 

o. 18. This doctrine was-held by the ancient 
pagans; and, thougha little more refined, is till ad- 
vocated-throughout Chriftendam, under the notian 
of an immortal God, and an immortal devil. 

No, 19. The infernal deities being judged, by: 
the pagans, to be as eternal as the good gods, and 
more powerful ; they facrificed more ta the evil 
principle than to the good, out of fear and to ap- 
peafe the anger of thofe malevolent agents; hence, 
the frequency of human-facrifices. 

No. 20. When the chriftian religion prevailed 
in the Roman‘empire, many of the philofophers 
embraced and profeffed it; but, withal, retained 
many oftheir Pagan notions ; among which, was the 
eternity of thofe two oppofite principles : —hence 
arofe the ancient fect of the Manichees; who. be- 
leived not only inthe eternal exiftence of twocon, 
trary eternal deities, one good and the other evil ; 
hut alfo, that all vifible things were created by the 
devil. 

No. 21. The doétrine of an immortal devil, as 
well as that of the natural immortality of the foul, 
is. not foundedin divine truth; but like many other 
great errors propagated throughout Chriftendom ; 
hath its origin fixed in the priefthood: who teach 
ior doétrines, the traditions of men. ; 

No. 22. From the pagan mythology, through 
the medium of the priefthood, tiefe were handed 
inte the church; & there is only this difference be- 
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tween the belief ob thofe pagans and our modere 
chriftians; the former attributed the malevolent 
difpofition to the evildeities ; but, the latter ateris 
butes malevolence, revenge and vindiétive retalia- 
tion to the divihe charaéter; ~while in the mean 





time they maintain and warmly advocate the is : 
- mortality of the devil and his kingdom. 


No, 23.° Thus they make’a kind of deity of the 
devil; wid reprefent God‘as a kind of devil.. Yea! 
more changeable in his friendfhip than they will al- 
low the devil to be if his enmit 

‘No. 24. Oh! ye blind guides, ‘and thofe whoare 
led-by you, with all the votaries of what is -gene- 
rally termed orthodoxy ; how many infidels have 
you created by the-energy of thefe manifeft abfur- 
dities ; and yet how zealous ye are to fupport the 
evil caute. 

No. 25. 1 perceive that in all things ye are too 
fuperttitious; for as I paffed by and beheld your de- 
votions, f found a fyftem'of religion, in your pof- 
feffion with this infcription, engraven by prieftly 
art: “ TO THE IMMORTAL AND UN.- 
“ KNOWN DEVIL, THE KING ETERNAL 
“ OF THE INFERNAL REGIONS.” Whom 
therefore, ye ignorantly fear, dread, and adore— 
him, and his dettruction declare I unto you. 

‘No. 26. God only hath immortality and ought 
therefore, only to be revered. The devil with his 
government and kingdom is mortal ; and he is the 
very fountain of mortality; even, as God is 
the fountain of immortality. 

No. 25. The devil therefore, with all his works, 
have only a temporary exiftence and thall be de- 
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_ feroyed by Jefus Chrift before the clofe of the més 
~~ diatorial reign :‘ nor can the Meffiah refign’ the 
_ kingdom to the Father until this is completely ace 


complithed. 
No. 28. The immortality of death, of thesia th 


‘and of his kingdom, has been fe long held facred by 


the clergy, that the doctrine has become venerable 
by age, and thé antiquity thereof has faftened it fo 
firmly in the minds of the people that it is now con- 


 fidered blafphemy among the ignorant and fuperfti- 


tiolis even to call it in queition, and thofe who are 
ftrangers to evangelical principles and know no 
other motives to religion than the fear of the devil 
and of an endlefs hell, think it not-a little dangers 
ous. Although the light ofthe gofpel doth fo 
clearly difcover the glaring abfurdities and moft — 
evident inconfiftencies neceflarily involyed in the 
doctrine ofendlefs mifery ; if but the term-myftery 
is annexed, by a clergyman ; it pafles among the 
ignorant for a conclufive argument in its de- 
fence. ; 

No. 29. So do the priefts bear rule by their 
means, and the people love to have it fo. 

No. 30. lhere are no greater advocates for myf- 
tery than the clergy, and the reafons are obvious ; 
it is inorder that they may hold an advantage over 
the com: on people to dupe them to fubferve their 
own avaricious purpofes. When you REASON with 
them, they are like children playing in the ftreets, 
who, when they are likely to be caught from their 
bafe, to prevent being caught, cry out, * King’s ex» 
cufe !—King’s ‘excufe !”—even fo, THESE, when 
they can make no other fhift in argument, will cry 








. to make almoft as many different reprefentations of 
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“put, “ Myftery.!—Myftery !—Myftery !”—Thus. ; 


do they deny divine revelation and revealed reli- 
gion themfelves, and at the fame time cenfure and 
condemn the poor deifts for fo doing. 

No. 31+ For furely any doctrine that is revealed 
can be no longer a ‘myftery, or fecret, and all re- 
vealed things belongto the people. But, and if it 
As mot. revealed, but ftill continues a myftery, or 
fecret, pray by what authority.do they fupport it??? 
Can we fuppofe them to be divinely commiffioned 


the divine charaCter and of his religion as there 
are clergymen??? And each to anathematize the 
doctrines of the other!!! 

No.’ 32. But, to return, natural immortality is 
the exclufive property of God; nor is there any 
immortality in exiftence feparate from the life and 
nature of God. If the devil was immortal, he 
could never be deftroyed by Jefus Chrift, nor could 
he be miferable; for the very eflence of immortali- 
ty is divine love ; which is the eflence of God. 

No. 33- {mmortality is a felf-exiftent and infi- 
nite life. Yea, itis the divine nature, or Deity it- 
felf. The foul of the greateft angel, or faint, is 
no more than a recipient of. immortality, and is 
confirmed in poffeffion of immortality, no other 
way than by being confirmed in the poffeffion of, 
and in union with God. 

No. 34. Hence the neceffity and importance of 
religion ; without which the foul is not qualified, 
nor can become confirmed in fuch poffeflion. 

No. 35. If the foul was naturally immortal it 
could never die, and of courfe would need no re- 
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demption by Jefus Chrift. But the language ef di 


vine truth is—“ Tee SOUL THAT sins si eke bir.” 
HARK TELLS 

Methinks I hear the lying fpirit faying—“ The 
“ foul is naturally immortal and of a never dying 
“ nature, and thereforé “so 4LL NOT SURELY DIE.” 
* Chrift did not come to deliver the’ foul from 
“death—the foul needed no fuch redemption, be-’ 
* caufe it could not die--it was only the body he 
“ came to deliver, the foul is the offspring of God, 
“ and not the offspring of Adam—it is the body 
* only therefore, which can die, and the body on- 
“ Ly needed a refurreéction from death !” 

No. 36. What is yourdefign, O ye lying fpirit 
in reafoning thus? Is it not to depreciate the tef- 
timony of God and charatter of Chrift ; ky contra- 
dicting the language of divine truth, by robbing 
Jefus of theglory of the foul’s redemption, and by 
making void the propriety and neceflity of the moft 
godlike part of our falvation ? for furely the deli- 
verance of the foul from death, is the molt godlike 
part of our falvation. 

No. 37. The foul finned, and that which finned 
fell a prey to death. The curte extended its kil- 
ling power to the fou! in connexion with the bo- 
dy ; and therefore the foul, as well as the body, 
needed a refurrection, to effect its deliverance from 
death. 

No. 38. Chrift redeemed the foul as well as the 
body, ond the redemption of the foul is precious. 
“ LET HIM KNOW THAT CONVERTETH A SINNER 
“ FROM HIS WAY, THAT HE SHALL SAVE A SOUL 
“ FROM DEATH,” &c. 
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No. 39. Immortality is the gift of God through 
Jefus Chrift, unto all fuch as obey and receive 
Anim, but to none elfe. 

No. 40. The Meffiahis the great fountain of 
immortality opened to man, and unto all fuch as 
receive him he will give power to drink of the 
ftream of living water, which is immortality, which 
in the foul, fhall beconie as a well of water f{pring- 
ing up into everlalting life. 

No. at. Natural life is that which is communi- 

ated through the laws of nature and time, and 
will not fupport an eternal exiftence. Adam pof- 
feffed only, the BREATH of immortal life. The 
immortal life itfelf, he had not yet in poffeflior ; 
nor was the immortal life clearly unveiled until 
the way into the holieft of all was made manifeft 
by the death and refurrection of Jefus Chrift ; by 
whom onLy life and immortality was brought te 
light. 

No. 42. Spiritual life, (that is immortal life,) is 
that which is communic.ted through the laws of the 
fpiritual world ; which are the laws of eternity. 

No. 43. This fpiritual life is that which, in its 
nature, is endlefs aed Infinite aod will fupport an 
eternal exifltence. This is the true riches, and 
heavenly inheritance, wherewith every heir of God 
and joint heir with Chrift fhall be crowned ; and it 
is a crown of glory that fadeth,not away. But, 
all thofe who refufe Chrift, fhall mifs this heavenly 
crown. 

No. 44. As the Meffiah commenced time and 
nature with all her laws, even fo, the accomplifh- 
ment of the work of the Meffiah in the mediato- 
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os reipn, will effect th: clofing of time and nature 
ith al herlaws. Sc willhe be-the Alpha and 
ihe Omega. And the clofing of time with the end 
of natural law, will te the final end, or ceflation, 
of lifetothe ungodly. Objelion, are not the terms 
everlafting—forever tenia er and ever, &c. &c. Kc. 
exprefiive of an endlefs duration of punithment, 
when applied to the punifliment of the ungodly? 

Anfwer, thele mere TERMs, in themfelves, can 
be no proof of any particular duration, either 
when applied to the happinefs of the godl, or mi- 
fery of the ungodly, becaufe they are fo often found 
in feripture to be evidently expreffive of limited 
duration. Sometimes they are expreflive of a lon- 
ger and fometinies of a florter duration in ferip- 
ture; nor can we ever knowthe duration intended 
to be expreffcd by them, but only, by the nature of 
the chject to which they are applied. When they 
are ap} ohied to an immortal life, or things, the con- 
tinvance of the exiftence wher« of depen id thadens ; 
then by the nature of the object to which they are 
applied, they may julily be conftrued as being ex- 
preflive ofunlimitted duration ; but when applied 
to mortal things, they are always expreflive of li- 
mitted duration. 

No. 45. The terms everlafting punifhment, in 
the Greek, are rendered ** AIONIAN PUNISMMENT.” 
That is the punifhment of ages. Now this can- 
not be expreflive of endiefs duration, BECAUSE 
there are no periods, or ages, in eternity. Eter- 
nity is one eternal now, not only fo, but an eternal 
exiflence, which is immortality, is fo infeparably 
conneCled with the very being and life of God, that 




















aA ERE 


the exiftence of mifery if the very nature of things 
is evidently penenneprtey therewith and repugnant 
thereunto. 

No. 46. There is-no endlele life but the life of 
God: and the-poffeflion of this life cannot place 
-the foul jm a-flate of mifery. 

No. 47. Mifery and immortality cannot poffi- 
bly exit together, becaufe they are evidently re- 
pugnant toeach other ; nor can diforder, the only 
eaufe of mifery, pofhbly reach eternity.; but muft 
only apply to time. 

No. 48. For this reafon the Mefhah can never 
clofe his ‘mediatorial reign until all diforder, with 
‘its univerfal effects, is entirely eradicated from 
every partof God’s creation; fo as to make room 
for Godto become the glorious ALL IN ALL; 
for Chrift muft reign till he has deftroyed tine laf 
enemy. : 

No. 49. The ideas of immortal death—immor- 
tal mifery, and of an immortal devil, appear as 
contradictory in themfelves, when we call into 
view the true nature of things, as would be the 
ideas of light—darknefs—an afliGiion or grief, that 
for the prefent is joyous—a dead life—a live death 
—a heavenly hell--a hellifh heaven-—a wet drought 
—a dry flood, &c. &c. &e. 

No. 50. It is a privation of immortality thaz 
gives birth to mifery and death ; and all vice na- 
turally tends to fuch privation ; fo that an ungod- 
ly man, when once rendered paft feeling, having his 
moral powers deftroyed by fin, has no pre-emi- 
nence above a beatt. 

No. 51. The.foul as well as the body is perifl- 
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able, if it ts not made a partaker of. the hfe of 
Chrift ;-nor can there bean endlefs exiltence of 
any thing, except upheld in fuch exiftence by the 
immortal life; of which Chrift is the fountaim 

No. 52. The devil, diforder, mifery, death, or 
hell, are not EFFECTS proceeding frem or fup- 
ported by an eternal caufe, and therefore, cannot in 
the nature of things be P-. NDLESS ‘in their exiit- 
ence ; becaufe the exiltence of any effe& can be 
of no longer duration than the eaiftence of the 
caufe from which it proceeds ; andno effet can be 
of an endlefs nature, cr continuance, which nei- 
ther proceeds from, or is fupported by an eternal 
caufe. 

No. 53. Hell is not a production of God, but ** 
the devil, and as God is the fountain of all bleflings, 
no curfe can proceed from him. By the curfe of 
the law, we are to underftand (net an infitGion 
from God on the culprit,) but a privation-of the 
divine favour and of the divine bleflings ; occafioned, 
not by any withholding in God, (for bis divine fa- 
vour and blessings are always immutably the same, 
and always alike incessantly flow in their own natu- 
ralcbannel, ) but, by the creature’s own condu, in 
departing from that divine channel. 

No. 54. It is the office of the divine law (as an 
act of divine friendfhip to the creature) to make 
report of the cursE, and of the real caufe thereof, 
which is fin, “* By the law is the knowledge of 
sin. 

No. 55. The eternal principle of right in God, 
(which i is the effence of the moral law, & eternal 65. 
vereignty of God, founded indivifie love)is the only 
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“fource in which all the rights of God, and all the 
rights of moral agency. originate .and centre ; and 
this eternal principle, when exprtefled by a difplay 
of the divine attributes;: compofeth tlie rule of 
right, and only channel of every divine communi. 
cation : and’ as by this divine rule, or through this 
divine channel, the mind and: nature of God is ex- 
prefled to his creature, man ; whatever this eter- 
nal.rule, in its own nsture, renders inevitable, ef- 
ther, to the godly or ungodly, is lpoken of (after the 
manner of men) in Scripture, as being done imme- 
mediately of God. 

No. 56. It is by a departure from this divine 
rule (or channel) that men are {ubjccted to a priva- 

30n of the divine favour and bleiiings; and this is 
What is meant by * be curse of the law.” 

No. 57. From the great fountain of life nodeath 
can procecd—from the great fountain of bleflings 
no curfe can proceed —from the fountain of light no 
darknefscan proceed—fromthe fountain of happinefs 
no mifery can proceed, and from the fountain of 
love no hatred can. proceed, anc therefore no en- 
mity. For God’s friendthip to all his creatures is 
as immutable asitis love, originating in himfelfonly. 

No. 58. When we read therefore, in the hiftori- 
cal part of the bible, of the wrath, hatred, and ven- 
geance of God, we fhould always remember two 
thingss—First, That all thefe expreflions are only 
fivurative, and point to, and were verified 7m the 
fuferings of Chrift, who was the great fubitance 
of the whole figurative age— Second, hat the hif- 
torical partof the fcriptures is a hiftory of the dark 
ag-s, and of the figurative diljpenfation ; and there- 
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fore, confilts of dark fayings, of a fhadowylanguage 
or figurative SPEECH. The way into the. holi- 
eft of all being not-yet made manifeft—that1s to 
fay, the true nature of Deity, and: {pirit.of the di- 
vine government, not being yet fully unveiled and 
iluftrated, as in the golpel it hes fince been. — 
The thadowy language ¢ or figurative fpeech, of that 
dark and figurative age, was as fitly calculated to 
meet the underftandings of men, as that dark itate, 
and their weak capacities would then admit of: it 
was, therefore, fitly adapted to the ftates of thofe 
to whom it was dddreffled; but is by no means 
adapted to the ftates of thofe who. are of the day ; 
thofe who enjoy gofpel light. 

No. 59. Our bufinefs then, in this day of gof- 
pel light, is not to confine our minds to the dark 
and figurative fpeech ; the fun having rifenupon.us, 
the ufe of the moon ceafeth ; ; objetts in their true 
nature are now more clearly exhibited to view.— 
Why fhould we with to go back again to Egypt ? 
Our attention now ihould be directed to where tlie 
veil was rent—Even to the plain fpeech of God in 
the gofpel, for that alone can give us true and | 
per information and juft ideas of the divine ¢ israc- 
ter and of the fpirit of the divine government, as 
adminiftered by Jefus Chrift. 

No. 60, A departure from the eternal principle 
of right, is that alone, which occafions a nay ivation 
of the divine bleflings, and this privation is the 
CURSE. Thiscurfe ‘that is the efect of fin; sin 
being the only original caufe from whichit vroceeds. 
The Deity himfelf is under the governinent of the 
eternal principle of right, aud from it cannot de- 
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“part, (for it is his. own fovereignty) whatever, in 

- ats nature is repugnant to real happinefs is no lefs 

‘ oppafed, shen, to the divine fovereignty. This 
eternal principle in God, always ftood in direét op- 
pofitien to every thing that was wrong; and there- 
fore, nothing wrong could proceed from him, nor 
could he in any mannet be the caufe of giving birth 
toany of the necéflary effects of wrong in crea- 
tures. ; 

Wo. 61. Notwithftanding, as all the rights of 
moral agency originate in the eternal principle of 
right ; it was incompatible wichthe nature of God 
ever, in any degree to infringe upon, or violate 
thofe rights. Man, therefore, con'inues free, in 
the exercife of voluntary action, as a moral agent, 
to reap the neceflary rewards and natural confe- 
quences of his own conduét, and all wilful rebellion 
againft the divine fovereignty, naturally tends to 
the fhutting up of the interiors of the mind, unto, 
or againft, all that is truly good or divine ; until at 
length the moral powers of the foul are, by vice, 
fully deftroyed ; and fothe intelleciuai powers, are 
rendered incapable of enjoyment, and become fitted 
to deftruction alfo.—See Rom. ix. 22. 

No. 62. Thusthe foul ceafes from being capa- 
ble of receiving the divine good ; until, by habitu- 
al vice, the '@reature is rendered paft feeling, and 
is made to fink down under a total privation of ev- 
ery thing that is really heavenly. ‘lhe creature 
becomes the inftrument of its own deftrudtion, and 
-of its own exclufion from the immortal inheri- 
tance. 

No. 63. But is the foul, even now, an object ef 
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divine hate or enmity ? God forbid! nay, it is ra- 
ther an object of divine pity in the eyés of the Mef- 
fiah, of angels and of all good men, and the friead- 
thip of God towards thele very creatures remains 
} immutably as it was from eternity altho’ the crea- 
ture has forfaken, and gone ffom the divine friead- 
fhip. 

No. 64. The curfe and ruin of the creature, 
then, is occafioned by its own conduét in refufing 
to be governed by the divine sovereignty, or cter- 
nal principle of right; and by forfaking the divine 
friendfhip. The divine friendfhip remains tinmuta- 

ly the fame if the creature was only capable to re- 
turn, and receive, and poffefs it. 

No. 65. The eternal principle of RIGHT 
which is the eternal principle of juftice, being 
founded in divine love, immutably requires the hap- 
pinefs of all creatures; a voluntary conformiry to 
this eternal principle, therefore, does at all times, 
in the very nature of things, inevitably conduct 
the foul heavenwards into the real poffetlion of im- 
mortal pleafures; untilby a patient continuance in 
fuch conformity, the foul at length becomes truly 
and fully confirmed infuch pofleffion. Even foa refu- 
fal of this enternal principle does, in the very nature 
of things, inevitably tend to an exclufion ef the 
foul from God, from the divine friendfhip, and from 
all immortal pleafures, and the fowl thereby be- 
comes fitted to ruin; the final confequence of 
which fhall be an everlafting deftru€tion from the 
prefence of the Lord and from the glory (or tri- 
umph) of his power. 

No. 66. Although the creature, by habitual 
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vice, has become fo irreclaimably confirmed in evil, 

fo totally loft and ‘fhut up-in utter darknefs, unto 
all that is good or divine ; that, confiftent with the 
principles.of moral agency, it can be no more fuf. 
ceptible ofthe divine communications ; yet Ged 
remains in his own nature’ and difpofition, immu. 
tably the fame, and. equally difpofed to blefs even 
the vileft-creature,as he ever was. Nor is there} 
any -objeCtion in his unchanging mind, to the bap- 
pinefs of anv creature ; for his infinite and etetnal 
mind is always the fame, and does not in any de- 
gree depend on contingencies’; nor is it poffible 
for any thing whieh can happen iw tite, to give 
birth to one fingle thougat in the mind of Deity; 
becaufe he is infinite and immutable. 

No. 67. ‘The only objeGion to the creature’s 
happinefs is that wretd and principle of enmity 
which, by vice, the creature has contra@ed, and 
which has become treafured up and confirmed in 
the breaft or mind of the hi. LEL, xiot in the mi.d 
of GOD!!! 

No. 68. It may not be amifs now to inquire in- 
to the nature of thecuife,and miferics brought 
on mankind by fin; and pray where fhall I go for 
this neceflary information? ‘** Yo the law and to tle 
* testimony; if they speak not ceccording to this word, 
“ gt is because there is no light in them.” 

No. 69. When I look in the gofpel I find no 
curfe there; but I find the gofpel, in which the 
true character and di‘pofition of God is unveiled, 
expreflive of divine friendfhip, kind invitations, 
and heavenly favours tothe vileftfinners. It isto 
the law, therefore, that 1 muft go for information 
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encerning the curfe and miferies broughton man- 
kind by fin. And pray what is the language» of 
the law? Why it makes report of a.dreadful curfe 
brought on'man by fin, and alfo: defcribes the true 
nature of that curfe,:and fhews bow far it extend- 
edits effects. “* The weges of sin is death.” » ‘The 
curfe of the law extended its killing power even to 
the foul. ‘* The soul that sins shall dee.” -*t The 
letter killetb.” ‘Thus is there a proper foundation 
laid for the doétrine of the refurreétion as held forth 
in the gofnel. 

No. 70. Now there is not one word of endlefs 
mifery in all the law. No! norone moment’s fu- 
ture misery!!! The curfe infli&ted death :—but 
no mifery beyond death; nor is there one word 
about future mifery, or a future ftate of exiftence, 
in the wholelaw. If the curfe of the divine law 
had inflicted endlefs mifery on the finner, then 
Chrilt could not have been made a curfe for us, in 
any thing fhort of fuffering endlefs mifery ; andif 
fo, then he mult now be and eternally will be an 
object of divine wrath and vengeance to fuffer end- 
lefs woe. But who can believe fuch an abfurdity ? 
No finite creature can perform an infimte a@, and 
how cana finite crime demand infinite punifhment? 
You will fay, that as the perfon of Chrift who fuf- 
fered, was infinite, his temporary fuffering was 
equal to the endlefs mifery of the finner. I-an- 
{wer, ‘‘ That part which was infinite could not suf- 
“* fer: the infinite nature of that glorious person- 
se age, was the very God against whom the offence 
“ was committed”” 

No. 71. The law made a0 difcoveries ont immore 
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tility ; it was the gofpel- and that alone that, bro’s 
a futurelife into view ; a future {tate of exiftertce 
was-brovght tu light by the refurrection, and all 
the-doctrines of afuture life are founded in the re- 
furrection. ‘Take away’ the doctrine of the refur- 
reclioss and you take away all proof of a future 
life. x 

No, 72. It was incompatible with the nature of 
the law, even to admit the finner into a future ftate 
of exittence, much lefs to inflict a future puttifh 
ment. The true nature of the curfe was to ‘kill 
the foul ; it therefore prohibited and prevented a 
future ftate of exiltence, by its killing power.— 
The doctrine of a future punifhment, then, could 
not be contained in the law. ———-Whence then, 
came the dottrine of endlefs mifery ??? Is there 
any curfe in the gofpel ? ?? 





No. 73. The gofpel makes report of a deliver- 
ance from death, and of an immortal life unveiled 
in Chrift, by the refurreClion ; and fhews the'caufe 
thereof to be the life and nature of God manifeft- 
ed in the Meffiah. 

No. 74. The fin of Adam brought the firf 
death upon all his pofterity without even their con- 
fent; but Jefus Chrift by obtaining the refurrec- 
tion life, effecled a complete redemption for every 
foul from under the power and dominion of the firft 
death, without any of their affiftance; by virtue 
whereof all muft rife from the dead, the juft and 
anjutt. 

No. 75. Thus is he the Saviour of all men and 
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the firft death through and by him. 


No. 46. By the gofpel’is brought to light afu- - 


ture difpenfation where we difcover, agreeably to 
the firit principles of the divine law, ‘the wicked, 
‘who hold out in rebellion againft the divine fove- 
reignty, will, by their own difobedience: be exclu- 
ded from the immortal life and nature of God 3& fe: 
parated from God ; inconfequence of which they will 
inevitably experience a fecond death much more aw+ 
fal than the firft, Notas the confequence of Adam’s 
tranfgreffion, but of their own individual difobedi- 
ence in refufing to be governed by the eternal 
principle of right as unveiled in Chrift. 

No. 77. Thedifobedient become the inftruments, 
in the hand of the powers of darknefs, of their own 
exclufion from immortality: in confequence of 
which, they fhall be deftroyed, both foul and body, 
in the day of the perdition of ungodly, men: fo 
that there fhall be no place found for them; for 
they fhall be burned up in the lake of fire, root and 
branch—See Mal. iv. 1, Rev. xx. 15 

No. 78. But the dottrine of endlefs mifery, in 
its nature, is repugnant to both law and gofpel. 

No. 79..Firit, it is repugnant to the law, be- 
caufe the law preaches no immortality, or future 
ftate of exiftence to the finner. ‘To the contrary 
of this, all the doctrines of the law are calculated 
to make report of, and fhew that the finner flall be 
feparated from the life and nature of God: that 
it is in the very nature of fin to deftroy the finner : 
that immortality, or an eternal exiftence, in the ve- 
ry nature of things is incompatible with a finful 
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fate, and that therefore, the foul that fins mufe* 


int 


die. 

\ No. @o. The curfe of the law inflicted no future 
punifhment ; -but death: only: for death only wat 
the ‘wages of fin. -And as the foul contained all 
the life of the man, it was the foul on/y that could! 
die; for the body feparated from the foul had nol 
life in it.— Phe body is nothing more than @ 
mere organical fyftem, or veffel, compofed of matter 
to contain the foul ; the rational foul itfeif being 
compoled of the five, following faculties, viz. iff, 
the AFFECTION, ad, the WILL, 3d, the ME. 
MORY, 4th. the REASON, sth, the UNDER. 
STANDING.” 'Thefe five are feated in the five 
fenfes, whichare thefe following, viz. ift, Fret. 
InG, 2d; HEARING, 3d, Sgeinc, 4th, SMELLING, 
sth; Pastinc. It is through the medium of thefé 
fenfes the faculties receive all information, natu- 
ral ‘and fpiritual. 

No. 81. Thefe together may be confidered as 
the feveral powers of attention in which the five 
Virgins, intelligent powers, or FACULTIES are 
seated. Andthe only proper feat of the five fenfes 
is the matetial body. 

No. 82. Tt then follows of neceflity, agreeably 
to the natural conftru@tion of man, that~if there 
was no material body to compofe a proper feat for 
the fenfes, there could be no fenfes: in exiftence; 
and if there were no fenfes, to compofe a proper 
feat for the faculties, there could be no faculties in 
exiftence; and if there were no faculties in exift. 
ence, there could be no rational foul. 


No. 83. Now the curfe of the law tended to de- 
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troy thefe rational-powers’ wherever fin wage 
found: for the SEAT of thefe powers being des 
firoyed by fin:and the curfe; the powers them- 
elves, of courfe, could no longer exit. And had 
i not been for the prefervati ion ‘of the. original 
feat of their exiftence from all the’pollutians of fin; 
in the perfon of the Meffiah ; all the rational powers 
mut have beendifcontinued, for want of a feat i in 
which to retain their exiltencs, 

No. 84. The rational intelligence oevteiinil in 
the Me‘fish, who is the original, SEAT of its ex: 
iftence, isthe bridz, and mother of ‘us all; and by 
afpiricual andeterntl covenant, the union*between 
the infinite intellig:nce and ratfonal intelligence, 
which is God and his bride, was confirmed t4 the 
perfon of the Meifiah, long ere time began. Norisit 
poflible for this covenant to be revoked, fo long as 
the Meffich ftands approve din the fizht of Deity. 
The righteoufnefs of God made the righteoufnefs 
of man inthe perfon of Chrift, 1s the fulfilment of the 
conditions of the eterna! covenant in behalf of the 
bride, on which alone depends the legal right and 
title of the church to the eternal favour of God, and 
toan im nortal inheritance. 

No. .85- Short of this the rational intelitginie 
of man mult have been forever loit, and the mzmo- 
ry of nan muft have been eternally blotted out: 
man mutt have ceafed and the foul mut forever 
have been difcontinued by the power of death. 

No. 86. Hence appears the necefiity and impor- 
tance of the refurreétion life, in order to give birth 
to a new exiltence of both foul and body. Andina 
fact, the deliverance reported iu the gofpel, is not 
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a‘deliyérance, merely of the body, but alfo‘of thegiae 
foul-in’ conrexion-‘with the body from: under the i 
power, not of endlefs mifery, but of that death 
éffeéted by the ravages of fin and the curfe. 

No. 87.- It is by a proper knowledge of the love 
and friendfhip of God difplayed in this deliverance 
and by a proper view of the immutability of the di- 
vine friend{hip that men are brought to love God 
and his government, and to yield fubmiffion ta the’ 
eternal principle of right, which is the fpirit of the 
gofpel and fovereignty of God. And all religion 
which does not originate in and proceed from 
love, is in its nature falfe, and unworthy of the 
chriftian name. ** The Lord requireth the beart,” 
and “* Love is the fulfilling of the law.” 

No. 88. The purity of religion in the foul of 
man chiefly depends on the formation of pure ideas 
of the divine character, and of thedivine economy. 
Every falfe idea of thefe neceffarily defile the con 
{cience, and muft inevitably produce effects in the 
mind and actions of the creature, repugnant to true 
religion and the divine nature; but torecurn again 
to the fubject of endlefs mifery. 

No. 89. Not a chriftian on the face of the 
whole earth could poffibly believe fuch a blafphe- 
mous doctrine, if he would enly fuer himfelf to 
look throughout the fyftem that contains 1t, fo as 
impartially to view the natural tendencies thereof, 
and fairly to behold what it leads to. Inftead 
of doing this, chriftians under the influence of their 
priefts andcarnal fyftems, too generally attachtheir 
attention to fuch detached parts of the fyftem they 
embrace as appear the moft favorable, and fuffer 
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Mnot themfelves to go to the end or length of the 
fyitem ; and fothey remain willingly ignorant of the 

hgemany grofs abfurdities which are neceffarily involv-. 
Med in the fyftem or theory they efpoufe, 

No. go. Could they but fee how the doétrine of 
endlefs mifery tends to vilify the charaéter of God 
nd his dear fon, to invalidate and fcandalize the fa- 
red writings, to. render the chriftian name contemp- 
tible, to detame all revealed religion, and to fet up 
afaife religion in place of the trie > how far would 
they be from giving fanétion to fuch an error? 
No. 91, Could they only know how, by the be-. 
lief and maintenance of fuch a. dofrine, they clothe 
the Deity with the charatter of the devil; how 
would they, from real love to God and genuine re- 
ligion, deteft and abhor the fyftem that contains 
fuch blafphemy !!!!!!! 

No. 92. But, alas! it is through the influence 
of the clergy, that the people are daily led to blat- 


pheme that holy name, by the doctrines they efpoufe 
and advocate. - 

No. 93- O Lord, make bare thine arm—unveil 
thy glories, and haiien the deliverance of thy 
church from her long captivity; that fhe may no 
longer groan under the, oppreflive yoke of thefe 
cruel tafk-mafters. 





POSTSCRIPT. 


READER, 


No. 1. SINCE writing this piece, I was ad. 
mitted into the fecret council of the clergy, and 
pray what do you think I heard pafling among 
them? 

No, 2. “IT heard them faying, one to another, 
here is a doétrine prefented to the pablic which 
ftrikes at the very root of all our fevéral fyitems, 
and requires from us an an{wer. 

No. 3, * Brethren, faid they, let us now lay 
afide thefe feveral little party principles which, 
heretofore have kept us ata diftance, and as Pilate 
acd Herod, on the accufation and fetting at nought 
ot the Meffiah, Luke x\iii. 12, were made friends, 
even fo on this occalion, let ws combine as one to 
accufe and fet at nought the prefent performance. 
Tn faithfulnefs to our common caufe, let us lift up 
the voice with the voice together in oppofition to 
the prefent attack ; at the fame. time fhewing to 
the public a countenanée of indifference, as though 
we did not feel ourfelves in any degree affected 
thereby ; left the people fhould take the alarm and 
their attention be roufed to the fubjed. 

No. 4. * But what particular method fhall we 
adopt in order to fupprefs this growing evil ? for it 
is calculated to injure our intereft and popularity. 
not a little, af it thould take place among the peo- 
ple, though it will not do to own this to the public, 
God forbid that it fhould ! Laid fome ¥en Soe 
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But what method fhall we adopt .to fupprefs the 
evil 2?” 

No. 5. And behold, while they were thus ‘in 
council, there came in among them an evil fpirit, a 
meffenger from the infernal regions to advife them, 
and his advice was. as follows, viz. **My dear 
frien«!s, inafmuch as you are engaged in a caufe fo 
much to the advant.ge of our kingdom that is, the 
keeping of mankind in blindnefs, ad as your inter- 
eft and popularity depends much thereon, I fhall be 
always pleafed, as a loyal tutject of the dark regi- 
ons, to afford you every ald that is in my power. 

No. 6. * I therefore, now advife you to make 
no kind of anfwer to thole arguments ; becaufe, 
that the doétrines thercin contained are fo dire@ly 
calculated to expofe the mortality and temporary 
ature of our king and kingdom and to afcribe all 
the triumph and glory to Chrift th the conqueft and 
deftruction of our kingdom, that it is impofhible for 
you to anfwer it any way without expofing the gla- 
ring abfurdities and weak parts of your own fyf- 
tems, and this would oily make the matter worfe 
inftead of better; nor yet will it do for you to 
make the candid anfwer the Tews did, on theinter- 
rogatory of Jefus Chrift concerning the baptilm of 
John, ‘* we cannot tell,” for this would be adding 
confequence to your opponent and acknowledging 
the weaknefs of your own caule. 

No. 7. ‘But hear me and receive my infruc- 
tion, O ye advocates of our kingdom and of i. RE- 
BUS——Treat your opponent and the doétrines 
by him propofed with utter contempt and feorn, 
and ufe what means and influence you can to ftab 
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and wotind his charaéter, both in private and pub: 
jic—Tf truth will not do it, be not {paring of falfe 
inventions and clerical anatheinas, and be dexter. 
ous in the promulgation of evil and malicious re. 
ports, even as acertain Methodift minifter of the 
mame of P +—r, and a certain Prefbyterian mimif 
ter of the name of W ce has, not long fince beem 

No. 8. ‘“* This among the ignorant, will pafé 
for conclufive argument againft his doctrines. 

No, 9. “ Thus will you prevent his influence 
andobfcure the merits of the doétrine ; for inaf- 
much as the people are generally gu: led by the in- 
fluence and examples of the clergy, your condut 
will be law to them. 

No. 10. * Say ye tothe people, “ the doétrine 
inits nature is too contemptible for our notice ;— 
we therefore, treatit with negleé& ;” thus will you 
perfuade the people that you are fully able to an- 
{wer it, and prevent their attention thereunto, ef- 
pecially fuch as have no real opinion of their own, 
but live fulely on the opinion of the clergy, and 
you know, gentlemen, that this is no {mall majori- 
ty. Moreover, you are equally fenfible that di- 
vine truth was always confidered by the miniiters 
of darknefs, as being in its nature too contemptible 
for the notice of their difciples. ; 

No. 11. “ Again,if the people begin to difcover 
any of the evident inconfiltencies or glaring abfur- 
dities of your doétrines, in confequence of what 
your opponent hath faid, only annex and urge the 
term myftery to the abfurdity, and infift upon its 
antiquity. To deter them from examining for 
themfelves, urge the danger of diving into myfte- 
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fies, and above all things, fee that ye maintain ~ 
mong the people the validity ana facrednete of that 
yaluable term, Mystery; for verily this ancient 
term has been of mere value to the clergy toward 
effeCting their defigns in concealitig from ‘the peo. 
le their ignorance and abfurdities, and in fecuring 
and preferving the benefits of their trade, than 
nv other term,that was ever found in any. wri- 
ting. 

| No. 12. “So long as you. can, by any means, 
keep the minds of the people in the dark, and pre- 
yet their attention 10 divine truth, fo long your 
popularity and intereft is fafe, and you will be: 
pleafingly rewarded with filver and gold, for 
preaching. Obferve therefore, my council— re- 
ceive ye the money, and do as ye are taught.”— 
Matt. xxviii. 15—And I will perfuade, the people 
and fecure you.” 

No. 13. I then hearda fecret whifpering among 
them—" Surely this is the best plan that could 
bave heen devised. It must be our interest to pur- 
sue the same.” 

No. 14. It was then put to vote, and the vote 
Was unanimous in its favour ; on which the infer- 
nal meflenger, promifed them his aid in carrying 
the plan into operation, and fhouted with infer- 
nal triumph. 

No. 15. Andas I was mourning to behold this 
kind of triumph, there came a meffenger from the 
regions of light and whifpered in mine ear, ** be of 
good cheer, this triumph is but for a moment.— 
The viGory of truth will fhortly difpel the gloom.” 
So I retired in peace to my cabinet. 
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-- THE FUNDEMENTAL PRINCI Aas 
OF THE ALETHEIAN CABINET. 


— + 
Jeremiah xxxi. 2]. 
ere 
PART FIKST. 
We Believe, 

No. 1. In one Deity, and no more; and thal 
the true Deity,is that univerfal confcious fpiri 
who fills and occupies infinite fpace with his hok 
and eternal prefence ; and who, in his felf-exih 
tent and immutable nature, is not plural, but fim 
ply ONE and indivifible. 

No. 2. That in the very nature of and coevall 
witb this Deity, there did exift, and always will exmm 
aft, an eternal principle of right, which is the trugi 
effence of the immutable Law of God, the Spirit a 
the moral and divine government, and the only trus 
monitor of all moral aGliows ; and in which is com 
prifed all the eternal laws of genuine relig'on. 

No. 3. That this divine principle in its nature 
is immutable, and in itfelfis the eternal sov vereignty 
of God, founded in divine love. That God him. 
{elf, is under the government of this eternal prin- 
ciple ; and that it is impoflible with God ever to 
depart from the government thereof, or at any time 
to act in any degree repugnant thereunto. 

No. 4. ‘That this eternal principle, when expref- 
fed by a difplay of the communicable attributes of 
God to creatures, becomes, to the rational mind, 
the only proper ftandard and criterion of truth and 
virtue ; by which all do@rines and actions are to 
be tried and determined. 
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No. 5. That the feven communicable attributes 


| Hof Deity (by a difplay of which this eternal and im- 
@ouvtable principle is exprefled) together, compofe 
he only folid and immutable bafis and’ ftandard of 
all true morality among men. 
No. 6. That therefore, every deviation from 
the true nature of thefe attributes, or any of them, 
ither in doétrine or difcipline, muft be a departure 
wa fuch degree, from truth, viriue, and genuine re- 
ligion. 
‘No. 7. Thofe feven are the following, viz. 
[These are the seven lamps in the true 
tabernacle ; the seven eyes engraven on 
the stone before Foshua ; the seven in 
the band of Zerubbabel and the seven 
thunders which are now uttering their: 
voices ——* *__* 

This shall be our criterion to try and 
determine ail things by: yea ; even the 
scriptures themselves ; these together ex- 
bibitedin the Messiab,compose our creed 
Land only foundation of our faith. 


No. 8. That thefe SEVEN, in their nature, 
ach and every of them, are felf-exiftent, felf-de- 
pendent, eternal, unchangeable and infinite. 

No. g. Every doétrine which we can find to be 
ontrary to the true nature of thefe SEVEN, or 
which we can difcover in its nature, is calculated 
omifreprefent any of these we reje@t ; as being in- 
onfiftent with the divine perfections, repugnant 
0 divine truth, and unworthy of our recepti- 
De 











PARTY SECOND. 
——o-— 
@F DIVINE TRUTH; OR THE WORD OF GOB. 


We Belzeve, 
No. 1, Divine truth, ot the word of God, to be a ge 
guine and correct expreffion, report and defcription of 
‘the divine Charaéter avd of divine things ; as alfo of 
the human. character and of natural things. 
No, 2. Wherever we find this expreffion, report and 
de{cription, therefore, there we find divine truth, or the 
word of God; whether in the contcience, in the ‘velulal 
of nature, orin the holy fcriptures. But above all, 
we find it moit cieaily and fully exhibited in the glorious 
perfon of the Meiliah; who is the fountain and lumina 
ry of weafon, and the only medium of accefs unto the 
eternal Father. That Deity expreficd in reafon andte 
reafon, is the word of God; in order to which it pleafed 
God, that a rational world fhould have a rational HEAD; 
and that reafon in men fhould be governed by the agen 
_cy and hght of reason, inthe Mefhiah, who is the foun. 
tain and luminary thereof. 

No. 5. We, therefore, difclaim fellowfhip with any 
religion, the fundamentals whereof are evidently compo- 
fed of unreafonable do&rines, promulgated and urged 
under the pretext and unholy mafk of unfathomable myf 
tery ; as being an impofition on the rational underftand. 
ing. 

No. 4. Nor do we believe any report concerning God 
or divine things, without fuch evidence as, in its nature 
is fufficient to convince the judgment, on rational ground, 
of the reality of the thing reported. 

No. 5. The only fyftem of religion, therefore, which 
fliall command our confent and belief, must be fnch ag is 
compofed of felf-evident principles and demonftration ; 
and not fuch as any cunning prieft or fet of carnal 
clergy may pleale to impote upon us. 
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PART THIRD: 
“@F IMMORTALITY AND OF DEATH: -WIRST. AND 


SECONDe 
We believe, . a. 
No. 1. That, Jmmortality is a felfexiftent, felf, 
dependent, eccrnal, unchanging and infinite life; that 
this life is the effential and exclufive property 6f 
Deity alone, and that no creature can poflefs it-bug 
by virtue of union with God. That therefore, an 
eternal exiftence, can be found no where,-but, in 
God only. 
No. 2. That, an endlefs exiftence is founded ea, 
and fupported by, the meinfpring of the ‘divine 
government; which is the et”. al principle of righ: 


and that this eternal prii le of right, is feunded - 


in divine love. 

No. 3. That therefore, nothing, which, in its 
mature, is contrary to the fpirit of the divine 
government, or repugnant to the eternal principle 
of right, can poflibly be of endlefs duration: but, 
muft fooner or later, under the mediatorial reign of 
Chrift, be utterly deftroyed, fo as to exift no more. 

No. 4- That, a privation of Immortality with 
its beatifying bleffings, occsfioned by a voluntary 
departure from the everna! principle of right, is what 
we are to underftand by DEATH.—That a privation 
of Immortality, with its beatifying bleflings, as 
exhibited-in the figure, is what we are to underftand 


by the firf? death: and that a privation of Immortality _ 


with its beatifying bleffings, as exhibited in the 
fubftance, is what we are to underftand by the /econd 


death. 
No. 5- We then conclude, that if thar life which 


God communicated to the creature, by which the 
Cc 
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sereature became a living foul wae immortal, it muft 
be of the fame pature with God himfelf and never 
can change frem what it originally was; and 
therefore, never can-become polluted, vicious, or 
_ fin fvl ; nor can’ that immortal part become an objet 
“of God's difapprobation or vengeance ; and tho’ the 
fou!, by fin, may lofe that life, his cannot land the 
foul in endlefs mifery ; becaufe, the foul, on lofing 
thar lite (by which it was made a living foul) mutt 
ceafe tobe ativing foul; and. fo can neither be happy 
or miferable. 

No. 6. ‘That, t the fpiie, or life, that came from 
Gud can never be banihed, excluded, or feparated ‘ 
from God, fo as te become an objec of his wrath or 
hatred ; *becaute, God.can never hate or deny any 
part of -himfelf. 

No. 7. That, there muft be a very material 
difference between the foul and fpirit (or life of the 
fu!) —T he feul was created, burt the fpiric, or life 
of the foul, was felf exiftent in God and is only 
communicated .while. the foul remains in a ftate of 
r cipiency :—All vice tends to deftroy that recipiency 
and when dettroyed the foul is no longer fufceptible 
ef that communication ; and of courle mult ceafe te 
p Mets the life. 

Ne. 8 That, the creature may become finful, 
ecnd+mnable, and miferable : but the immortal life, 
wiich is the fpirit, can never become finful, cendemn. 
able or miferable, in itfelf; but, muft remain 
insm:utably holy and approvable in the fight of Ged. 

No. g-, that, an everlafting privation of this 
immortal hfe, as exhibited invChrift, (cccafioned by 
a -iltul-refufing of the divine word {peaking from 
henve’) ‘s what we are to underitand: by the 
SLCUND DEATH. 
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PROTEST: AGAINST. IDOLATRY: 


OR 


TRITHEISM EXPLODED... 


No. 1. WE publicly -difclaim all manner*of" 
féllowhhip with ihe doctrine of three perfons in the 
Godhead, as held forth in the Athanafian creed; 
and confider it to be the real: duty of every true 
»gofpel minifter to bear public-teftimony againft fo 
vile a doctrine; as being in its nature ftrictly anti- 
ehriftian and evidently pernicious to and fubverfive 
of the true Chriftian worthip.: as- being.in all its 
parts irrational, repugnant to the facred volume of 
the holy f{criptures, contrary to all the dodrines of 
Chrift, degrading to the Chriftian religion, and 
evidently contradictory to the faith and worthip of 
the one true God :—as being the foundation ftone 
of the falfe church and of -all the divifions and 
idelatrous worthip therein propagated and fupported 
throughout Chriftendom. _ 

No. 2» We neverthelefs, firmly believe in the 
Father, in the Son, and in the Holy Ghoft. Bur, 
when we {peak of the Father, we mean the whole 
Deity; who is one ard indivifiblee When we 
fpeak of the Word, or Sen, we mean that divine 
FORM, who is called the Meffiah, where the Deity 
aflumed perfonality and in whom the fulnefs of Deisy 
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feexpreffed:— When: we fpeak of the Holy Ghoft, 


we mean (not a perfon; but,) the extraordinary 
iiminations, rays, or communications of the divine 
nature, extended from the Father, through the Son, 
into the: minds of God’s children. 

Ne. 3. This is the Trinity in which we believe: 
ahd that the Meffiah, or Son, compofes no part of 
the Godhead : nor yet, that thefe are three perfons, 
but, three characters compofing together one glorious 
perfon in the Lord Jefus Chrift: for we believe 
nothing of the perfonality of God out of Chrift, no 
more than we belicve in the perfonality of univerfal 
life without a body.—-Bat, that the Mefliah is the 
perfonality of God;. out of and without whom we 
cah no more form any ideas of God, than we could 
form an idea of naked life without the manifefta. 
tion of itfelf in matter, by its divers operations in 
various forms. 

As fpirit, water, and blood; make one perfon in 
man ; even fo the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghoft, make one perfen in Chrift.—This one perfen 
is the manifeftation, or expreffton, of God ; compofing: 
as Emmanuel in Chrift: and this blefled perfon is. 
the oaly propsr objeé of ail fpiritual worhhip and, 
aduration for all rational beings. 

Even #0. AMEN. 


~——we 2S ee 


OF THE DEVIL. 


= 
We belieoe 
The devil not to be a creature of fubftance, ot 
Bodily form: .but, that by the devil, in the abftrad, 
as (iguified that univerfal principle of oppefition and 
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ghmity to. God and to the fpirit of the divine govern. 
ment ;. which predominates the fallen. mind of all 
fallen creatures; and that the’ power of death and 
all mifery is contained in this principle ; and not, as 
many fuppofe, in the great and univerfal principle of: 
divine love. - 


Ot 


QUERY... 
= 

IF therevis no immortality, feparate from the life” 
and nature of God; how can the fallen angels continue: 
to exift ? 

How cou!d the rich man éxift in hell? 

Anfwer.. That God only hath immortality is not’ 
only evident from the nature of things, but, alfofrom 
the apoftle : who {peaking of God, faith “ who only 
bath immortality, &c.?? 

No fallen angel could continue to exift but by 
virtue of that life, which is communicated to him? 
through the laws of time. He receives the life by 
inceffant influx thro’ the channel of thefe laws, as a 
,g creature of time, and not as a devil: even, as it is~ 
B the fame life, communicated thro’ the fame laws, that 
fupports the temporary exiftence of the greatelt fains.< 
and greateft inners 

Notwithftanding, asthe fallen angels are not’ 
reconciled to the laws of eternity, but, are confirmed 
in a Rate of repugnancy thereunto, they cannos - 
receive life through the channel of the laws of eternity.» 
When the laws oftime, therefore, are difcentinued,., 
at the clofing of the mediatorial reign, they muft ceafe 
to be living creatures : becaufe, they can receive life” 
dyjoceGant influx, through the channel of the I> 


& ZB 
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of time; no longer than while thofe laws continue; 
ccflation of which, mult of neceffity effe& a ceflatiog 
of their confcious exiftence. The fallen angels, 
therefore, are not immortal ; bur, will be utterly 
“de ftroyed by that puniffiment prepared (in the defign 
of the Meffiah) for the deftru&ion of the devil and 
his angels: where all the wicked will in like mannerb 
then deftroyed. For the unjuft, in the order of the 
mediatorial government, (whether angels or men) 
are referved unto that day, to be punifhed; and tha 
punithment will effet their everiaiting deftruction 
See Matte x. 28—2. Theil i. oe 
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DECLARATION 


OF THE 


Conftitution and Standard 


” 


OF THE 


MILLENNIUM CHURCH, 


g ‘THIs 1s THE NEW JERUSALEM THAT COM 
ETH DOWN FROM GOD OUT OF HEAVEN. 


A STANDARD OF TRUTH AND RIGHT 


FOR THE 


WHOLE WORLD... 


o* When the Enemy fhall come in like a flood, 
“¢ the Spirit of the Lord fhall lift up a 
S*- Standard againft him.” 

Isai. lixe 19- 
=: 
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“ And there were seven LAMPS of fire burning before: 
** the throne, which are the seven spirits of Gode 
Rev. iv. 5.” 
sane See. alfo Numbers viii. 2. 

“ The seven lamps fhall give light over againft the: 
candle ftick.’? 


The firft moft important and leading doétrine in the- 
true theology is the doétrine of the indivifible unity 
(or onenefs) ef Deity ; whofe true character is the 
only proper ftandard of truth and right in the church 
of God. 

The character of God isa ftandard which in‘its® 
own true nature is compofed of felf evident principles 
and demonftration, independent of time, fituation, or 
circumftance ; and muft be viewed as it isin its own 
felfexiftent and unchanging nature, without regard 
to any thing elfe, paft, prefent, or future. 

A proper knowledge of this divine ftandard (the 
true character of God).is obtained no other way than 
by forming a genuine acquaintance with the true 
nature of his feven communicable attributes ; in 
which his whole character ia comprifed ; which are 
thefe following, viz 
‘ it. Love Tt 
: and. Wifdom 
3rd. Power 
4th. Holinefs > Uriae 
5th. Juftice ees P 
6:h- Goodnefs 
>. gth. Truth J 

All enlightened men among all-_nations throughout" 
sthe world, will acknawledge with us, that-each.asd 
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every of thefe attributes are. felf exiftent, felf 
dependent, eternal, uechanging, and infinite ; that 

every thing whichisin its nature manifelyrepugoant 
to the true nature of thefe, or any of them, mutt be 
equally repugnant to the nature of God and divine 
truth; andthat there is not one {ingle point of doctrine 
in. the whole becy of divinity but what may and 
ought to be, fairly tried. by. this ftandard. 

The divine authenticity, propriety and infallibility 
of the ftandard being granted, by all, it will follow 
of courfe that fuch church as is found moft truly to 
weceive and adhere te this ftandard- mult be equally 
scknowledged, by all, to be the moft correét, only 
true, and latter day church ; ner is it poffible to find 
a ftandard in exiftence equal to this. 

p> This: flandard in its own felf exiftent and 
imaratable nature, is felfevident,—it is pood—it is 
infallible,—it is divine—it is invincible and our 


enemies cannot deny it. 


THE FIRST BRANCH OF THIS: STANDARD IS. 
DIVINE LOVE. 


DIVINE LOVE, isan attribute fo effential to 
the being and nature of God that the apoltle calls the 
whole Deity into view by the name thereof, faying 
“ God is Love.” This attribute being felf exittent 
and immutalte can never be varied, by any caufe, 
from what it is, and always was, in itsown nature: 
but, muft continue unchangeably one and the fame 
as it was from all eternity. 

Divine love is a leading attribute in Deity, by 
which the whole conduc& of God is governed, and 
wader the influence of which be is always actuated : 
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for “ Gomis love :”? and he cannot be actuated but 
by the influence of his own nature. 

Pure and univerfal friendihip is an effential 
property in divine love, and as the Jove is felf. 
exiftent and unchanging; even fo, is the friendthip 
which proceeds therefrom: nor can two oppofite 
properties fuch as Frienc/bip and Enmity poflibly exif 
in divine love; - becaule God cannot be divided againk 
himfelf. 

No property, therefore, which in its nature is 
contrary to pure, univerfal, and unchanging friend. 
fhip, can poflibly exift in the mind or’ nature of 
Deity : for ‘* God is love,” and nothing contrary to 
pure love and friendthip,- to. all his creatures, ca 
proceed from him. 

So also, he who dwelleth in God dwelleth in love, 
and he whe dwelleth in love dwelleth in friendhhip, 
and muft be a friend to all God’s creatures. 

So much for the FIRST BRANCH of the great 
STANDARD.—Jt is good,—It is divine,—lIt is 
infallible,—It is .unchanging,—It is invinciblecoom 
poy? And our enemies eannot deny it. 


THE SECOND BRANCH OF THIS STANDARD I8 
DIVINE WISDOM. 


DIVINE WISDOM being infinite adinits of no 
fucceflion of ideas ; all the theughts of Deity there 
fore, mutt be felfexiftent and eflential to his very 
nature and being at God, entirely independent of 
all future occurrences, nor can it be poflible for any, 
or all, of the actions of creatures in time, to produce 
(or give birth to) one fingle thought in the infinite 
mind that.was.not there, or that was not eflential: 
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to his very nature and being, from all eteraity. But 
all the thoughts and conduct of Deity mutt neceflarily 
originate in, depend upon, and proceed from hisown. 
infinite and-unchanging eflence : Nor can it be poffible 
for any thing which in its nature is repugnant to his 
pure and holy nature ever to find an entrance.in the 
infinite and unchanging mind. 

All the thoughts, determinations and actions of 
Deity, therefore, muft-be-felfexiftent, felfdependent, 
eternal, unchanging and-infinite. 

To hare, or punifh, any creature then, muft be 
incompatible with the nature of Deity ; becau/e, to 
hate, or punifh, without a caufe in the creature, 
would make the Deity defpotic, tyrannical and cruel; 
which is.inconfiftent with and repugnant to divine 
love and friendthip ; and for him to hate,.or punith, 
for a caufefeenin thé creature, would make void 
and deftroy the dottrine of the felfexiftence and 
immutability of the infinite mind: for certainly, if 
any conduct Of the creature could be a caufe of one 
fingle thought or .aétion in God which otherwife 
would not shave taken place, or would not have 
exifted in Deity, then, fuch condué of the creature 
maft have been the moving ftimules, or object feen, 
in the mind-of .Deity to excite him to think and act 
differently from what his own eflence, independent 
of fuch conduét, would have thougitt or acted ; which 
amounts to a pointed denial both of his infinity and 
immutability. 

The mifery and wretchednefs of the creature thea 
muft originate in and proceed from another fource, 
which in its nature, is different fram.the nature of 
God: for it is contrary te the nature of Deity to 
direét his attention to, or to take knowledge of any 


ial object which in its nature is repugnant to divine 
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‘purity, or to hisown effence : Nor can the Deity’be 
‘excited to one fingle theught, or action, but by his 
own felf exiltent nature. All his defiyns originate 
in his own eflence and muft be felf exiftent and 
wWichanging. : 

Moreover, if*God renders:any of his creatures 
miferable he muft have defigned from eternity, fo to 
difpofe of thete creatures, or he muft net have defigned 
it :—if he did defign it from eternity, then, he muf 
have brought them into exiftence for that end and 
their fins could not have been the original cause, but, 
only the neceffary means by which to effect the felf 
exiftent defign of God in their intended end; if he 
did not defign it from eternity, but, finally difpofes of 
them in a way quite different from whar he originally 
defigned, then, he mutt be paflionate, whimfical and 
finite: which, ‘to fay, amounts te a denial of his 
Godhead. 

Takeit which way we will, if we make’God the pu. 
nifher, the do&trine tends to mifreprefent ard defam: 
his character, and to deny the infinity of his wifdom 

The doétrine of endlefs mifery then.of courfe falls 
to the ground ; becaufe, if mifery be eternal it muh 
be fupported by an eternal caufe, and as there is no 
eternal caufe but God it follows that God mutt be 
the fupporter of duch mifery ; and from his condud 
his creatures have to judge of his charatter and 
difpofition from eternity : for as his clraracter and 
difpofition is now, even fo, it muft have been from 
eternity’; becaufe creature actions could not have 
changed it from what it always was in its own rature 
So much for the second branch of the great STAN. 
DARD.—It is good ;—It is divine ;—It is infallible; 
—It is unchanging ;—Itis invincible. Bo And ot 
enemicscannot deny ite 
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THE THIRD BRANCH OF THIS STANDARD 18 


DIVINE POWER. 


BY Divine Power, underftand firft, the divine 
Rrength, energy, and irrefiftible force of the nature 
of God and his word ; fecond, the diviiie auchority 
or governing principle in God : which is the evernal 
principle of right (or divine fovereiguty) founded in 
Bivine love. 

Now it is by the felfexiftent and immurabls 
principles of univerfal confiltency, that God cffecte 
every divine operation, nor can he perform any thing 
contrary thereunto: for as the eternal priuciple of 
right is the governing principle in Deity, altho’ his 
ftrength and authority is felfexiftent, unchanging, and 
infinite, he never can depart from the government of 
this eternal privciple. 

The Deity in all his actions is unchangingly, as 
truly uoder the government of the eternal principle 
of right, as he requireth his meaneft fubjett to be. 

All the ftrength and authority of God, exercifed 
in the arrangement of tune and ome things, and in 
the government of a rational world, is exe rcifed by 
the agency of reafon in the perfon of the Mefliah ; 
who is the fountain of reafon and luminary of al 
rational worlds. 

Phe divine power in all its operations, towards 
creatures, being exercifed by the agency of reafen, 
in the perfon of Chrift the proper head of all rational 
inteligence, is always exercifed in a raional and 
equitable way, on principles and in a line fuited to 
the fituation and capacities of fuch creatares. So 
that the fovereignty of God, under the government 
ef which his creatures are placed, being adumiltsred 


D 
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‘by the agency of reafon is ftri@ly equitable in all its 
Operations and exercifes towards al] rational beings. 

The fovereignty of God will continue to be 
adminiftered towards creatures through the medium 
and by the agency of-reafon, fo long as one creature 
or thing remains in exiftence in a {tate of oppefition 
or which in its nature is inimical to -the divine 
government and therefore, the government will 
conunue mediatorial until the lait thing which in its 
nature 1s ininical.to that government (by the agency 
of reafo..) is-deltroyed out of exiftence. 

Divine, power, in its own felfexiftent nature is 
holy, unchanging and infinite; and rherefore, muft 
be in its natuce always alike invariably oppefed to 
.wrong; to diforder and all the neceffary effects of 
wrong, or diforder :—-it never can approve of the 
exittes;ce of fin nor.of the continuance of any of its 
elicGts; «much lefs can divine power be exerciled 
towards the fupporting of the exiftence of fin, or 
any of its effects; but, in its nature mult always 
remain cppofed to Satan and to the exiftence of his 
kingdom ; nor can the Meffiah, in the exercife, and 
adminiltration of that power, refign the mediatorial 
reign uotil] he has completely deftroyed out of 
exiltence the laft enemy aid every thing which in its 
na'ure is inimical to, or dtands in competition with, 
sthe divine fovereignty ; fo as to make room for God 
to become ALL IN ALL. ‘“ Every soul who will nat 
4* hear that prophet shall be destroyed from among the 
#4 people.” 


So much for the THIRD BRANCH of the great 
STANDARD.—It is good,—It is divines—It 
infallible,—It is unchanging,-—It is invincible 
Bo And our enemies eannot deny it. 
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THE FOURTH BRANCH OF THIS STANDARD I8- 
DIVINE HOLINESS. 


BY Divine Holinefs, underfland, the purity of 
Ged in connexion with the efential love of Deity to 
univerfal order. 

The whole nature ef God in connexion with his 
ternal and unchanging government, feguires 
Univerfal order and univerfal happinefs among his 
creatures:—-a departure from this order and 
unchanging government is the only caule of all 
mifery and death. 

By univerfal order, underftand, an univerfal 
conformity ef mind and action among crestures to 
the immutable principles of uviverfab confiltency ; 
in other words, to the eternal principle of right. 

Every thing which in its nature is oppofed to this 
univerfal order and the happinefs of the creaturé 
infeparably connected- therewith, is equally oppofed 
to the nature of God and every principle of his 
lnchanging government: it is therefore, evident that 
the unchangiog nature of God cannot be oppofed to 
the bappineis ef any’ of his creatures; but, his holy 
government neceffarily requires the holinefs of p> 
ail; nor can divine holinefs in any: manner be a caufe 
of giving birth to themifery of any creature ; becaufe, 
divine helicefs never can accede, or confent, to any 
caufe or effect, which in its nature is repugnant to 
the true nature of God or divine purity. 


So much for the FOURTH BRANCH of the great 
STANDARD. It is good;—it is divine ;—it is 
infallible ;—it is unchanging ;—it is invincible ;— 
BO and cur enemies cannot deny ite 
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AE FIFTH BRANCH OF THIS STANDARD 15 
DIVINE JUSTICE, 


DIVINE JUSTICE is an effential attribute of 
Deity which in its felfexiftent and unchanging nature, 
requirech that all the riphts cf God and all the rights 
of man be maintained : nor can the requirements of 
juftice be anfwered in any way ditferent from 
what was firft propofed ; becaufe divine juftice is 
unchangicg in its requirements : and retaliation on 
the aggreflor could give no fatisfaction to divine juftice: 
for it would repair no breach ; and where no breach is 
repaired the demand of juftice is not anfwered ; and 
fo, the rightsof Ged and man, on that ground, would 
remain eternally injured. 

Now the rights.of God, due from his creatures, 
are 1. Supreme Love, 2nd. An unreferved acknow. 
Jedgment of and fubmiffion to his fovercignty, 3rd 
Entire confidence in him as the only fountain of all 
rea) good and of all true happinefs, as well as the only 
place of eternal fafery. 

The native rights of man «we life, liberty, (or 
freedom) end happinefs. 

All ihete rights, of Ged and man, are maintained 
inviolate in the glorious perfon of the bleffed Emman. 

we}, who is the great fpiritual covenant head of al 
Ration. ib Iutenigences 

Jt isto him, therefore, as individuals | men muf 
come in order to obtain pefleflion of their native 
rights : nor will any Ww ho come unto him for thofe 
rghes ever be denied ; becaufe, it is contrary to the 
perfectians of Ged and equally repugnant to the 
ature of divine jolt ce ever-to withhold from man 
any part of bis oative rights. 
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Thofe rights. are all divine and were fic eftablifhed 
by divine juftice ; divine jultice, therefore, never caw 
oppofe, but always mutt advocate thefe rights. 
| It isin the nature of the devil and of fin to oppofs 
thefe rights ; but, fin cannot alter the attribute 
joftice from what it always was in its own iavariable 
and unchanging nature ere time began. 

Sin is that alone which deprives man of thofe rightse’ 
How blafphemoufly wicked then, moft that doctrine 
be which reprefents the effects of fin as being the 
produt of divine juftice aad: that charges God 
with the productions of Satan ; in faying that man is 
rendered miferable and deprived of his native righto 
by a politive aét of divine jultice : whereas it is a 
wicked departure from every principle of divine juf. 
tice, and that only, that has occafioned and given 
Birth to the dreadful privation of life, liberty, and 
happinefs. 

Mifery, bondage and death, is the natural and 
unavoidable refult of evil itfelf and comes from itfelf 
—not from God. 

Sin cannot be a motive, or object, in the mind of 
an unchanging God to induce him to act, or conduct; 
towards his creatures differently from what he would 
otherwife have done: for he is in one mind and 
gone can change him. 

God is clear and we are guilty God is always 
alike difpofed to make us happy : but, we are not’ 
always difpofed to-yield to that economy throughr 
the chanvel of which the divine bleflings always alike 
inceflantly flows God is always alike difpoféd to 
communicate, but our minds, by reafon ef fin, are 
not always fufceptible ; and, therefore, we are not 
difpofed to receive ; nor can we receive, or enjoy, 
veytofithedivine channel. The love and frieadihip- 

RB 3: 





t 54: T: 


of God are always unchangingly the [ame and always 
alike are communicated or inceflantly flow in their 
exo natural channel ; but, never can be received, 
cr th ved, cut of f divine order. The divine planof 
wou’s happinefs is exprefied in the government of 
@s acd out of that-immutable pian the divine 
benchcence never can be communicated to any. 

Phe only reafon theny why any. are excluded from 

full pfiefhon and enjoyment ef their vative 
ts, is becaule they. will not come unto Chrift te 
ve the Me 

Eternal damnation, or future punifhment, by mer 
in general, is fuppofed to be a pofitive 2& of an 
effended. God, whom they conceive to be full of vene 
geance, wrath, and adifpofition of retaliation, on 
account of mau’s fins: that therefore, God willbe 
active in punithing his creatures with inexpreflible 
tortures through all eternity : which is a moft fhock. 
ing and crvel doétrine as. well as. derogatory to the 

‘character of Deity. 

The Lord is a God of unchanging love, friend hip, 
gecdoels, and tender mercy towards all his creatures +. 
nor can all their fins induce him ‘0 change er to dif. 

‘ pofe of them in any way. different from what divine 
Jove and friendthip had. determined before fin exifted: 
nor is it poflible for the creature, by all the good er 
‘evil it can do, to excite God in any of his conduét, or 
‘actions, towards map ever.to vary from his own felf 
-exiftent defigns. : 

Punifhment on-man, therefore, does net come by 
‘infli&tion from God by way of retaliation for fine— 
But pur.ifhment isthe natural and unavoidable refult 
of evil irfeif >and comes from itfelf,—not from the 
Deity: and all punithment tends to death ; a refuge: 
drom which cau only-be fouadin she divine WORD,, 





ws 8? Se or 8 oe lA 


C 55 J 


where the Déity and divine government is expreffed 
even fos AMEN. 


So much for the FirTH BRANCH Of the great 
STANDARD. It is good ; it is divine ;. it is infal.. 
lible ; it.is unchanging ; it is invincible—_— po-And 
eur enemies cannot deny ite é 


THE SIXTH BRANCH OF THIS. STANDARD 18 
DIVINE GOODNESS. 


BY Divine Goodnefs, underftand, the outgoings 
of divine love;or in other words, the effential de. 
light and pleafure of Deity in the manifeitations of 
his love to creatures: in order to make them happy 
in the enjoyment thereof.. The great end: of all 
divine revelation is-te open a door for the perpetual 
happinefs of man, by affording him the opportunity 
and privilege of coming into the complete poflefflion 
of the fupreme good;. which is fupreme love, 
manifcfted in the outgoings thereof. . 

Notwithftanding, in the true nature of things, it 
inimpoffible for this 20 be eife%ed but on voluntary. 
principles ; becaufe, love is voluntary ; love is free 5. 
and compulfien is repugnant to the nature of love. 

Divine goodnefs is felfexiftent and unchanging in 
its nature ;. and therefore, never can vary from what 
italways-was, in its own nature from eternity.——— 
It is exercifed by the agency of the Meffiah, as all 
the ether attributes of Deity, equally alike, free frona 
partiality, towards all God’s creatures: for truly 
God is good unto all and his tender mercies are over 
all his works» Nor is it poflible for any thing but 
wilful rebellion in .the creature to prevent she. feud: 
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from perpetual happinefsin the complete poffeffion of 
divine goodneis. 

I; is repugnant to the felfexiflent ard unchanging 
natureof divine goodnefs, as well as of divine jultice, 
ever to refufe the creature any thing which is truly 
requ'fite to make it completely happy, or to approve 
of the exiftence of any thing whith in its nature is 
calculated to render it miferable: for as divine 
goodnels and divine juftice requires the bappinels of 
all; even fo, every thing which in its natura is 
opposed to that happinefs muft be unjuit and equally 
oppofed to the nature of divine goodnefs. 

Se. much for the stXTH BRANCH of the great 
STANDARD. |. It ts good;—it is divine ;—it is 
infallible ; it is unchanging ;—it is invinctble-——me 
g> and our enemies cannot deny it 


THE SEVENTH BRANCH OF THIS STANDARD I$ 
DIVINE TRUTH. 


BY Divine Truth, underftand, the felfexiftent 
and unchanging principles, or properties, of univerfal 
confiftency and faithfulnefsin Deity ; by an expreffion 
of which, in the divine word, the invariable harmony, 
intrinfic beauty, and eternal glory of all the divine 
attributes, perfections and proceedings are madé 
evicent to creatures. ’ 

{t is repugnant.to the nature of divine truth, for 
God, at any time, by way of dilguife or otherwife, 
externally to exprefs any thing contrary to his 
internal meaning, or to decree any thing contrary 
to the true fpirit of his own government exprefled ia 
the moral law. All the divine declarations, therefore» 
age teue.undifguifed. and unequivocal expr eflivns. of 
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God’s real mind and meaning, relative to the thing, 
of things, fo exprefled. ‘ 

For in God is no deception, inconfiftency or falfe 
way. ** Let God be true but every man a liar.” 
God always truly means what he fays, nor can he 
pollibly at any time in any degree deviate from his 
own divine declarations. —His word is truth declared : 
nor is it any thing fhert of giving God tHe ‘lie to 
charge him with aéting, or meaning, contrary: to his 
pwn divine declarations. 

O Lord !—-thy word is truth; and ** thou hast 
magnified thy word above all thy Name’?  Piale 
CXXXIll- Qe 

God is confiftent in all his ways: nor can he 
internally, er fecretly, appreve or juttify any thing 
thet the external declarations, of his word, difapprove 
or condemn: for his word is divine truth, not io 


appearance only, but, in realiiy. 


Let God be true but every man a liar. 
So much for the great STANDARD of the NEW 
JERUSALEM CHURCH. 
The character of God is the ¢ 
true STANDARD. 


It ts true ;—it is gid 3 —it is> divine s—it i? 
infullible ;—it is unchanging ;-—it is invincible: —ome 
a> And our enemies cannot deny it 


—.a fo (aE 


QUERY. 
Are there not feveral paflages in the fcriptures 
which hold forth the Deity as being a pafionate, 
revengsful, malicious-and changeable God? 
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ANSWER. 

The letter of the feriptures, in figurative language, 
often sttribute the different members and fhapes, of 
men, as wellvas their feelings and paflions, to God: 
but, we have no right to conlider thefe things literally 
fo; except we nray believe that God is akogether 
fuch an one as we are. Faéts declare to the contrary 
of this, and faith fhould always give place to fadis- 

It is our firft duty fupremeély. to honour, love, and 
adcre our Creators In whatever veneration then, 
we hold the facred text; we fhould hold its Author 
in ftill greater; and as the real defign of all divine 
revelation is to exhibit and maintain the true nature 
of ihe divine charader and his religion, in order to 
the glory of God and happinefs of man, we fhould 
fooner tse induced to believe the Bible corrupted, or 
unintelligible, than to believe any doctrine, which, in 
its nature, is evidently repugnant to the character of 
God er, than te believe, that God in any cafe can a& 
repugnant to the true nature of any of his own 
attributes: for we may with much greater propriety 
call in queftion the infallibiliry of the letter of the 
fcriptures than the infallibility of the divine character, 
or conduct. 

Whatever in itsnature is repugnant to the true 
nature of the divine attributes, or any of them, muft 
be equally repugnant to the charecter of God and 
divine truth. 

Faéts thould never give place to faith, but, faith 
fhould always give place te facts. 

The great leading fat, in the religion of God, is 
the divine character, unto which all our faith fhould 
yield fubmiffion ; nor thould the letter of the {crip- 
tures be received as a ftandard to explain this chare 
acter by : but, the charaéter of God thould be received 
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ws the ftandard by which to explain the fcriptures 
and.by which all things fhould .be determined. 

This ts the only true ftandard to be embraced by 
the latter.day church ; vor fhould the members of 
this church in the embracing of religion or in becom. 
ing members of the church, prefume to join this 
imvilter, that prieft, or the other clergymap :—this 
fect, that party or the other denomination of religion. 
its; but they fhould  ftri€ly, without referve or 
partiality, join the Lord and his people in every 
fiation and among all denominations. 

+ This.church (2s Chrift did) receiveth all fuch 
finners as are willing to become real difciples of the 
Lord and “ go with ber to Mount. Zion.” 

The religion of this.church is compofed of five 
(parts, aft. Theory, 20d. -Faith, grd. Pra@tice, 4th 
Experience, sth. Confirmation. 

The Urim and Thummim of this church, isto be 
found-in the character of the bl.fled Emmanuel asd 
is compofed of the feven communicable attributes of 
Deity and five faculties of rational intelligence: which 
together in the perfon of Chrift make the twelve 
manner of fruits that grow upon the :ree of life. — 
The many Chriftian virtues, found in this church, are 
the leaves of the tree; which are for the healing 
of the nations. Allreligion which does net originate 
in, and proceed-from divine love, by this church, is 
deemed falfe and unworthy of the Chriftian name. 

The great chain wherewith Satan fhall be bound, 
is to be found in this-church. 

The Jinks of this chain are for of God,-they 
are united, or linked, together us Chrift and 
are compofed of enlightened ch anointed and 
fele&ted, by divine inftitution, fc seculiar pur. 
pofe in the church : thefe are cor of the Lord 
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fin fuch an indivifible union, that even death infelf 
fhall not be able tobreak their fellowthip, prevent 
interviews, or hinder their communion with each 
other. Glory to the Lord for fuch a privilege!!! lis 
the moft bleffed attainment in the church, conferred 
on such, asthe reward of faithfulne/s in the work of 
the Lord. He who hath ears to bear let him hear 
what the fpirit faith to the church. ‘Thefe together in 
unity as a fingle body make the throne ; but, as indi. 
viduals thefe compofe the twenty four elders. 

The true character of Chritt (or Emmanuel) will 
be feated in this throne, and before his holy charac. 
ter will the individuals bow. “Thefe compole the 
bright cloud and thefe compofe the fpiritual holt 
gop? Every link muft be fhaped, by the Lord, before 
it can be linked in the chain. He who hath earsio 
hear let him hear. Blefled are they who read and 


anderftand. 


OF TRUE AND FALSE TEACHERS. 


A TRUE teacher mult be one, who in teaching, 
makes a true reprefentation of the divine char. ter: 
—A falle teacher mult be one who, in teaching, 
makes a falfe repretentation of the divine character. 
So that it ishy the MILLENNIUM STANDARD 
alone, that we may judge of and determine, the, dif 
tindlion between trae aud falfe teachers, aswell 
all other things relative to life and godlinefs. 
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Circular Letter. 
NOV, 1804. 


‘By order of the 3d Concilium of the Halcyon Church, 
&ee held in Mafon County, Virginia, near . Pointe 
Pleafant, on the 3d, 4th, and sth of November, 1804 


AN ADDRESS 
‘TO THE HUMAN FAMILY AT LARG®™, 


‘BRETHREN, and fifters, of all. ranks and every 
“grder among the noble race of man. 

- Under the infivence. ef -univerfal love acd difiac 
terefted friendship to all; we hereby prefent to your 
confideration a fhort account of the rife and progrefs 
of the Millennium Church in this Weftern-countrye 
Jt was on Sunday the rath of July 1802, the firft 
chranch of this church was eftablifhed in the World. 
It was'in September .1799, the firft- beams of the 
Millennium glories began to unveil their divine 
-exceilence, in the happy land. of Columbia, to the 
organ through the mediem of whom the fame has 
fince been exhibired to a number of others; 
accompanied. with fuch undeniable evidence, and 
fpecial demonftration, as has-been fufiicient to remove 
every doubt. The opening of this heavenly difpen. 
fation of light, was followed by.a volt extradrdinary 
evidence.from the Lord in the year 1801, exhibiting 
to.ths view of thoufands (in the happy Jand where 
the Organ, or Mefleager, of the new difpenfation 
was found) a wonderful light, in a dark night, 

EL 
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fignifying the immediate approach of a great fpiritual 
light, in the benighted church. Nature giving 
evidence and the Lord bearing witnefs to the truth 
of the divine meflage. Notwithftanding, fo unpre. 
pared .was the buman mind to receive ard enjoy, 
their richett bieflings and higheft privileges, that it 
was not before the s1th of July 1802, that the fir 
branch of the Millennium church was eftablifhed in 
our, happy country: and not even then, without 
much oppofition from an unbelieving and ungodly 
world. ~ 

However, fince the eftablifhment of this branch, 
notwithfianding every oppofition, we find, the divine 
cause is ftill gaining ground in various parts of 
America; where the people have opportunity -of 
hearing the heavenly dottrines. Several branches 
have fince been eftablifhed ; and the good work ia 
this place is now progreffing in a gloriovs manner, 
to the great jcy of many. Glory be to the King of 
Zion, whofe peaceful f{ceptre is exhibiting its celeftial 
dignity in the temple of God now opened in heaven; 
or the latter church opened in the former: which 
was fignified by the golden candleftick in the 
Tabernacle. 

Thirteen fouls were added to branch Noe 1 at 
this concilium, the greater part of them in the bloom 
of youth. 

They have cheerfully laid afide the vanities of 
time, turned their backs to the toys of this tranfitory 
world and enlifted under Jefus; to fight the battles 
of the Lerd againft an oppofing world, in purfuit of 
an immortal prizes Our meeting has been free from 
diforder, attended with real harmony, and great 
‘appinels, from its commencement to the clofe of the 
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The new members, on profeffion of their faith, 
walked down in proceflion, with a large congregation 
accompanied with inftrumental and voce] mutick, to 
the water ; and were baptized, by pouring on the 
head, in the name of the Lord Jefus Chrift: repre. 
fenting the out pouring: of the fpirit, en the great 
Head of the Church and the deicent of the fame 
from the Head on individuals as members of Chritt’s 
body. Thisorder of baptifm (we believe) is appointed 
of the Mefliah to accompany the inttitucion and 
promulgation of the Millennium church : and, ne 
doubt, is the fame method by. which Philip baprized 
the Eunuch. ‘ 

The introduction of inftrumental: barmony (er 
dufick) as a pert of the worfhip of God, in the opei 
ing of the prefent difpenfation has been fandioned, 
among us, by celeftial approbation, in a glorious 
difplay of angelic light. That prediction of David, 
“ 4: well the singers-as the players on instruments’ 
« shall be there,” is now fulfilling and Satan is about 
tobe robbed of thofe inftraments, the harmony of 
which is calculated, in every refpect, to calm the 
raging paflions and render the creature fufceptible of 
divine communications. 

It is not a little remarkable that the joining of this 
church, in general, is attended with an extraordinary 
rtleafe from carnal bondage and the fubjeéts are 
frequently brought into.an immediate enjoyment of 
celeftial light, liberty, love and mutual happinefs : 
which, as yet, has flill continued in living and 
increafing exercife; at our focial meetings frequently 
enjoying, reciprocally, the pleafures of Paradife: 
mutual in love, mutual in joy, mutual in praife and 
mutual in glory: as with one heart raifedin heavenly: 
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tranfport to God and the Lamb in a fphere far above 




























the reach of all our:enem'es. 7 
Some may sk * Why fuch an inflantaneous I 
 tranfition, on joining of this church ?” ‘ 
Anfwer.—Firft there is no carnal bonds attached  ® 
to the order of this church, or human obligations D 
enforced: which ever tend to deprefs the powers © 
of enjoyment and difqualify the foul for the reception b 
of divine light. Secondly the principles, on which ™ 
this church is founded, are divine, ard truly confiflent 3 
with reafon and ftrict propriety. This being the UI 
cafe, as foon as the foul, by a faithful attention to G 
the truth, becomes convinced of the divine authen. ks 
ticity of the doétrine, fo as to realize the vaft impor. fe 
tance of true religion and necellity of yielding ing 
humbie fubmiflion to God, as well as of embracing . 
the divice fyftem, being convicted of the impropriety - 
ef locking for happine!s, cr faf:ty, in any other way, se 
at length comes to a determination, as a mera = 
agent,.vo longer to rcGft; and wherefore, now Reps aa 
forward to confefs the neme of -Jcfus before mem 
In this. exertion the avenues of the foul are opened, ae 
the light of heaven fhines in, the glory of the divine iG 
Be, i 
perfcctions fills the mind, truth mckes the creatare teh 
perfecily free, and tranfperts of immortal joy tail 
neceffarily enfur. hed 
This great releafe from bondage, this remarkable tae 
change of fituation and fudden tranfition of mind . 
froin darknefs and its confi quence: s, into the glorious: ali { 
light and liberties of the new difpenfation, is only Nel 
obtained by those, who, in obedience to the diates] 
of divine light, fincerely and diligently attend tothe ». 
exhibition and illuftrations of the heavenly meffage: rh 
the fubftance of which is the URIM and THUM. tall 





MIM: the Urim confilting of SEVEN and the: 
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Thummim of FIVE: which in all make TWELVE. 
The fubftance of this figure is the character of: 
Emmanuel; in whom we find the feven communicable~ 
attributes of God, comprifing the whole character of 
Deity 3. and the five faculties of rational intelligence, 
comprifing the whole character of ‘man, in the only 
begotten Son of God, fupported by an infeparable 
union with thofe feven. The whole of the twelve 
together making one perfon in Chrifts 

A true and experimental acquaintance with this 
URIM and THUMMIM, is to know the only true 
God and Jefus Chrift whom he hath fent: whom to 
know is life eternal. By this rule, in the divine 
fcience, the twelve Patriarchs and twelve Apoftles 
were numbered ; and the number twelve in many 
other inftances are, by reafon of the analogy between 
natural-and fpiritual things, (in the great fcience of 
theological correfpondentce) kept up in the facred 
writings : and indeed the {pirit of thofe writings can 
never be truly and rightly underftood without a- 
proper knowledge of this Urim and Thummim. 

Glory to the great friend of Zion, he hath again 
vifited his church and agreeably to prophetic 
teftimony hath raifed up One, and we hope he is 
taifing many others, who may and up with Urim - 
and Thummin and may enter into the moft holy 
place to partake of the moft holy things: and, to 
the great confolation of Zion, hand them out unto 
ali fuch as truly wait at the altar, or- temple. See 
Neh: vii. 65. Ezra ii. 63. 

We fhail not only find the Urim‘and Thummim * 
kept op (as the great key and fummary of the” 
ancient {cience) by the number 7 and the number 5° 
called into view and retained in memory by. various - 
Sgyres throvgkout the fcripvures, but, alfo in. the- 
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volume of nature we may difcover many exprefitons; B 
of the fame Urim and Thummim. 

The feven ftars, the feven colours, the feven4 
metals, the feven planets, &c. &c. and many parts 
of the vegetable creation equally witnefs the fame. 
So in like manner of the number 5, and there arg 
many inftances in fcripture and nature where thefe 
two cunbers. together making twelve are equally 
teftified. pro> Remember the five pebbles David used 
in the slaughter of Galiahs- 

But fee lafily, the number 7: in the head of 2 
man; the two eyes, the two noftrils and mouth 
meke five ; by adding the two ears we find SEVEN, 
the trpe number of the Urim ; and it is through the 
mediumof all.thefe, the mind of the man receives 
information and is made capable of exercifing 3 
judgment. Then-on the hand we find a thumb and 
fous fingers, which make the true number of the 
Thummim: and what the HEAD. dictates, ‘or 
devifes, the HAND performs, or executes. That 
is to fay, what the Urim dictates the Thummim 
effets. So the Urim always works by the Thummim. 

In this Urim and Thummim. is contained the 
whole fyftem-of the Millennium doétrines; which, 
heavenly fcience, has long Jain entirely concealed 
from all our moft learned divines: but, has now 
defcended from God out of heaven and has been 
handed to the New Church by the inftrumentality of 
ONE rot more negle&ed and defpifed, by the clergy 
and a blind world, than was our. Saviour himfelfy 
However, as-the principles of the new difpenfation 
are plain, fimple, and felfevident, the bumble 
followers of the Lord and the true Zion of God will 
be kindly led in the way of truth, and equally 
comforted ; notwithftanding every contempt, neglett,, 
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and oppofition from an ungodly world and their blird 
leaders, until truth, in all its promifed glory, thall 
univerfally prevail and Jefus become Lord of the 
whole earthe’ 

So, in the midft of all oppofition and-contempt, 
fhall the true- Bride continue to be preparing herfelf 
for to meet her coming Lord, and Bride grobm : who 
isnow near athand3; by whofe coming the fpirit of 
error will be confumed and at wholé coming his 
enemies fhall be afhamed and flain ; whiie his humble 
followers are bid a friendly welcome into the more 
full enjoyment of thofe heavenly pleafures, for which 
they have been patiently waiting. 

O brethren and. fifters, of al! ranks, white and 
black; in the name of the Lord Jefus Chrift, by divine 
authority, asin the immediate manifeft prefence of 
God, we declare unto you that the Jatter.day church 
has actually commenced its vifible-exiftence, in the 
happy land.of Columbia, through the inftrumentality 
ofthe Millennium Meflenger, who has received the 
fundamentals of the divine fy{tem, by perfonal cor. 
refpondence with an Angel of God, fent on this im. 
portant miffion. 

This meflenger i is now engaged in thegreat and 
important work of opening the feventh and laft ftate 
of the church, by an exhibition of the heavenly mef. 
fage, anda proper illuftration of the true theology 
Whether you will choofe.to hear or forbear we find 
it-our duty, asa body, for the Lord’s fake and for 
your fakes, to bear public teftimony.-. And we know, 
before God, from undeniable evidence and from divine 
demonftrations, wherewith we ourfelves. have beea 
favored, that we are not deceived. 

Glory be to the great friend and Saviour of Zion 
for his wonderfyl works and for his goodnefs to ihe 
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children of men: The kingdoms of this world are 
haftening to become the kingdoms of our God and 
his Chrift. 

Brethren, and fifters ; the pre/ent crifis isa critical 
moment, and calls for ferious enquiry and impartial 
inveftigation, with a foul directed, in humble petition, 
to God for light and wifdom ; whereby we may be 
conducted through the gloomy fhades of error, into 
the peaceful harbor of: Millennium Truth ; where 
the pleafures of Paradife, accompanied. with celeftial 
liberty, ever abounds. 

As Chriftians among almoft all denominations have 
been long looking for a Millennium, before its ap- 
proach ; and’have waited, many of them, with great 
anxiety to‘behold its bleffings ; even fo, the Jews, 
according to their fcriptures, waited with warm 
expectations for the coming of the Mefliah : but, 
when he came, he appeared to them fo unlikely an 
objeé, fo unfit a perfon, his religion, his meflage and 
all his doctrines as well as his character and appear. 
ance among men, were fo contrary to and foreign 
from, what their traditions had Jed them to calculate 
upon, when they fhould fee their expected Meffiah, 
is connexion with the powerful oppofition of their 
Jeaders,in whofe judgment and opinion they doubts 
lefs placed much confidence ; that inftead of receiving 
and enjoying their higheft privileges and being com. 
forted on his epproach, they concluded he was a 
defigning character and an impofter ; they were con. 
fident of the re@itude of their own religion and 
doftrines, while they with much boa(ltéd zeal 
condemned the meflage, religion, and dottrines of 
Chrift as being notorioufly abfurd. 

They fuppofed themfelves ro be in poffeffion of 
Sight andtruth ; but, that Chri si : his followers 
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were ig grofs darknefs.and error : in confequence of 
‘which they treated him with negle&, contempt, 
ingratitude, and cruelty ; and fo excluded themfelves 
from all the bleflings of the new difpenfation; placing 
themfelves among the engmies of the Lord, among 
thear toreap the fatal confequences of their own 
rebellion. 

Let us carefully. guard againft a like errorin our- 
felves, on the prefent occafion ; left, like them, we 
fall a prey tothe unhappy confequences of uabelief 
with its concoraitant evils, 

Brethren and fifters, in the name cf Jefus, our 
Lord and Mafter, we bid you all an affectionate. 
farewell. 

Signed by order of the Concilium, i: 

6:h November, 1804. " 
JOHN PARKER, Moderatore- 


P. S. The centre of intelligence, for this church 
and-her frieods, the enfuing year and perhaps ever 
after, is branch No. 1» fay, Mafon County, Point 

leafant, VIRGINIA. 

Dire& to Eld. John Parker near Galiopolis.— 
Gallia county. Srate Ohio. He is appointed Watch. 
man, in this church, for the enfaing year: whofe 
offige is, to receive and communicate all interefting 
intelligence, as directed in our Union and Difcipline. 

Any letrer dire@ted as) above, as-there is a Poft 
Office in GALIFOP-OLIS, if poft paid will be ftrialy 
attended to, by the Watchman and by Branch No» 
¥, and carefully anfwered. We hall be happy to 
hear from our brethren and fitters abroad thro’ this’ 
channel, as often as may be convenient; and we with 
them to fate, in their communications, where. and: 
how we may direct to thems. 
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go> I: will be expected that all Letters, directed 
to the Watchman, will be Poft paid. 

N. B. Ournext Concilium, is appointed to be held 
at Mount/lerling, Montgomery County, KENTUCKY, 
commencing on the Saturday preceding the firf? Sunday 
in October 1805 : where and when we hope many of 
the friends of the Millennium will meet uss 

i 
FELLOW CITIZENS, 

IN the land of your nativity; in the plaid 
language of your own country, has the long expected 
and much defired Meflage of the-laft difpenfation of 
time, and greateft. event that ever happened, at 
length arrived-, The glorious Millennium, fo lorg 
> wifhed and prayed for, by many eminent Chriftians, 
among different denominaticns, has at length com. 
meneed its openings ; -its falutary beams now begin 
to blefs the earth: and all that is now wanting to 
make you'all happy in the enjoyment of the highett 
privileges of the church militant, is faith to behold 
and receive your own bleflings. 

But alas! it is to be feared that many, through 
unbelief, as the Jews did, are now falling a prey to 
the common error of man; becaufe the blefling is 
not handed to them in their own way they are dez 
termined not to receive it at all. Inftead of being 
happy in the enjoyment, they become difgufted ; and 
fo for want of an heart reconciled to God’s method, 
they become enemies to their own greateft good. O 
let not this be our unhappy fituation, but while we 
view the error cf the Jews, in rejecting the Lord of 
glory and his mefflage, and while we call into remem. 
brance the common injury and great mifchief, effected 
by unbelief, in preventing man, in every age, from 
the enjoyment of his higheft benefits; let us endeavor 
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‘to corregt the error in ourfelves, and carefully guard 
againft this cruel monfter. 

Be it known to you, O fellow citizens, that the 
character whom you efteem the leaft probable and 
who is leaft received among all fects of religion and 
efpecially among the clergy of every order, the very 
man whom the popular world defpife and-reject, that 
fame ishe ; whom the Lord-hath chofen to ddliver she 
divine meflage to his church and by theinftrumentality 
of whom the Millennium fhall be opened. 

This very character, though as much unknown to 
you as the true character of -Chrift was unknown to 
the unbelieving Jews, is now daily ergaged in the 
public miniftration of the great work among- you. 
Truly we have as much reafon to pray for a mind 
prepared to receive and enjoy our greateft bleflings, 
.as we have to pray for the bleflings themfelves: becaufe, 
when our higheft blefling comes to us, except we have a 
mind prepared to receive and enjoy it, we muft ftill remain 
unbenefited, . 

Our greateft bleflings generally come to us from an un- 
‘xpe€ted quarter and through an unexpedted channel, and 
iiever in a way agreeably to our own previous calculations. 

A convert of.the new dispensation & citizen of the world. 

—t + oe 
ON THE OPENING OF THE 
MILLENNIUM. 
HEPHZIBAH ADDRESSED BY HER CHILDREN. 
I 

Hephzibah, come, with us rejoice, 

And liflen to the Turtle’s voice, 

The {pring is come at laft. 

The fig-tree blooms with joys, divine ; 

Nor doth the fun refufe to thine, 

The wint’ry flate is paft. 

2 


God’s children fhall ne longer mourn 
The abfence, os, the long return 





Of their beloved Lord. 

The fun of Heav’n with ,pleafant rays, 
To ufher in the Haleyon ive 
Unfolds the Heav'nly word, 


> 
O love divine! O friendthip fweett 
The Bridegroom comes bis Bride to meet, 
The Church may now. rejoice. 
The fpoufe of God; in rich array, 
With glories of the <> neg > 
Expreis a plealing voice 


‘ 
The happy.day at length is here, 
In Zion doth the: Lord appsar, 
To make his frienchhip known. 
Tranfporting pleafures now are feen.; 
The fields are cloth'd in living green. ; 
dis glories now ave fhewn. 


The ark of God is a difplay’d, 
Bis enemies are,all difmay’d, 
And we in triumph move. 
The friends of Jeius now may fing, 
And while they glory in their king, 
Be comforted in love. 
6 
: oO glorious feene! O Heav'nly jight : 
“he perfe&t cay difpels the night, 
The wounded foul is glad. 
The moursing charch no longer r wee 
The fooufe of God no longer dceps, 
She’s comforted in God. 


‘ 


Ye friends of Zion, Pe the hand, 
That all the world may underftand, 
Your love to Jefu’s name. 
Say ; * by this fign ; we mean to telh 
“s W e love bis name and pex opie well, 
* And fellowfhip the fame.” 
Compofed 20th December 





